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INTRODUCTION
The coney rat, "rata orejuda", Reithrodon auritus (Fisher) 1914 is widely distributed in the southern part of South America (Hershkovitz, 1955). According to Williamson (1940) , coney rat causes serious losses in annual and perennial crops near General Pico, in the Central Province cf La Pampa.
The ecology of this rodent is poorly known, specially in their food habits. We present in this paper, the first results obtained by microhistological analysis of stomach contents of this small herbivore.
STUDY AREA AND METHODS
T he stu dy w as carried out a t th e B alcarce E xperim ent S tation, INTA, in so u th e a ste rn Buenos A ires P rovince (37° 45'S, 58° 18'W) at 15 km w est of th e city of B alcarce. T he p a s tu re w as typical of the B com m unity of León (1975) , w ith Lolium multiflorum, Poa lanígera. Distichlis spicata, Paspalum dilatatum and Stipa spp as dom inants.
T his com m unity is rep rese n tativ e of the native grassland w hich cover m ost of th e El Salado basin (Depresión del Salado), vast low land are a of about 5,800,000 ha in th e ce n tral p a rt of the hum id pam pa region. This area is m ostly dedicated to ca ttle breeding. The clim ate is hum id w ith an yearly ra in fa ll of 835 mm.
Five collection periods: M arch, May, July, Septem ber and O ctober w ere designed th ro u g h . 1978. T h irteen anim als w ere ca p tu red by snap tra p s and liv e -cap tu re trap s T he ro d ents w ere sexed, w eighed, m easured and dissected. T he stom ach contents w ere tre a te d by a m odification of th e technique described by S trittm a te r (1973) as described in Scaglia et al. (1981) . From one to ten slides w ere p rep ared from each stom ach content depending on th e am ount collected, an d fo rty m icroscopic fields w ere read on each slide. R elative frequency d ata w ere tran sfo rm ed to re la tiv e d iv ersity follow ing S parks & M alechek (1968) . T rophic d iv ersity w as calcu lated using th e H errera index (H errera, 1976) .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The stomach contents were obtained from six animals captured in the autumn (March and May), five in the winter (July and September) and two in the spring (October).
T able 1 S easonal v aria tio n in the plan t com position of coney ra t diets in the south east of the Buenos A ires P rovince of A rgentina. Bromus spp.
'
Medicago spp.
1'
Agropyron spp.
V1
Vulpia spp.
2'
Phyla canescens A cknow ledgem ents: A u thors w ish to express th e ir g ratitu d e to w ard s: Dr. O svaldo A. Reig for suggestions and read in g the m an u scrip t, to Jorge O rbea, A n d re a C lau sen an d Leopoldo M ontes for th e ir help in id entificatio n of p la n t specim ens an d to S ilvia Cid for h er help in th e identification of epiderm al p la n t frag m en ts. T h an k s are also due to D aniel P eriz an d th e late M iguel Sanchez for his v a lu a b le h elp in th e field w ork.
